
September 11, 2025 
 
MEMORANDUM TO:   Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
THRU:     Charles P. Potucek, City Manager 

Victoria Yarborough, Assistant City Manager 
      

FROM:     Jill Adams, City Clerk 
 
SUBJECT: Resolution 2025-071, amending Title XI, Chapter 

110, Business Licenses and Chapter 113, Transient 
Merchants; Solicitors of the City Code and Declaring 
a 30-Day Public Comment Period 

 
Background 
 
The City of Sierra Vista issues business licenses to local businesses for several reasons.  
It allows the City to maintain information on businesses for purposes of public record and 
public safety, and it allows the City to collect and generate information on what types of 
businesses are operating in the City.  In addition, the initial issuance of the license 
requires a review by Community Development to ensure that appropriate zoning and other 
city ordinances are being followed.   
The City of Sierra Vista last amended Chapter 110 of the City Code of Ordinances in 
2013.  At that time, the focus was on lowering fees. This year’s focus is on cleaning up the 
language to make the ordinances easier to understand and enforce.   
 
 
Changes to City Code Chapter 110: All changes discussed in this section are 
administrative in nature.  

• Staff has reviewed Chapter 110 and in accordance with the definition of “Business” 
in 110.01, all repetitions of this definition have been replaced with the word 
Business.  

• 110.03 (D) has been removed as it duplicates conditions set out in special use 
permits.  

• 110.03 (F) was added to allow for new business applications received after 
November 1 to only be charged for the next calendar year.  

• 110.04 was edited to clarify that insurance companies are exempt from fees but 
are still required to obtain a license.  

• A new “Vendor Permit” was also created and added to 110.04 that allows 
temporary event vendors to obtain a free one-day event license up to 6 times a 
year.  

• 110.09 was edited to strike language that allows for the transfer of licenses from 
one owner to another.  

 
Changes to City Code Chapter 113: All changes discussed in this section are 
administrative in nature.  

• 113.01 edited to update the definitions to match those in Chapter 110.  



• 113.02 was edited to add the requirement of all peddlers to first obtain a city 
business license, as well as redefine the requirements for the license application to 
streamline the process.  

• 113.03 was edited to change the requirement of a surety bond to a liability 
insurance certificate  

• 113.04 was added to allow for exemptions for non-profits/churches.  
• 113.05 was edited to clarify location restrictions in public spaces, specifically city 

property.  
• 113.06, was edited to clarify the hours that peddlers are allowed to knock on doors 

to provide for an easily enforceable limit. 
 
 
Fiscal Impact: None.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

RESOLUTION 2025-071 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF SIERRA VISTA, COCHISE COUNTY, 
ARIZONA; AMENDING TITLE XI, CHAPTER 110, 
BUSINESS LICENSES AND CHAPTER 113, TRANSIENT 
MERCHANTS; SOLICITORS OF THE CITY CODE; AND 
SETTING AN IMPLEMENTATION DATE OF OCTOBER 1, 
2025; AND DECLARING A 30-DAY PUBLIC COMMENT 
PERIOD; AND AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE CITY 
MANAGER, CITY CLERK, CITY ATTORNEY, OR THEIR 
DULY AUTHORIZED OFFICERS AND AGENTS TO TAKE 
ALL STEPS NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT THE 
PURPOSES AND INTENT OF THIS RESOLUTION. 
 

   
  WHEREAS, it is the established policy of the Sierra Vista City Council to 
periodically review and amend the City Code as needed; and 
 
  WHEREAS, the City Code governing businesses was last reviewed and 
amended in 2013; and 
 
  WHEREAS, the City requires all businesses and organizations operating in 
the City to obtain a City Business License; and 
 
  WHEREAS, staff has reviewed the existing code and determined that 
certain sections of the Code are outdated. 
   
  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SIERRA VISTA, ARIZONA, AS FOLLOWS: 
 
  SECTION 1 
 
  The policy of the City of Sierra Vista relating to amending the City Code, 
be, and hereby is, reaffirmed. 
 
 
RESOLUTION  
PAGE ONE OF TWO 



  SECTION 2 
 
  That the certain document titled “Title XI, Chapter 110, Business Licenses 
and Chapter 113, Transient Merchants; Solicitors”, copies of which are in the custody of 
the City Clerk, and are physically kept on file at City Hall (hereby designated to be part of 
the Office of the City Clerk for this purpose only), are hereby declared to be a 30-day 
public record. 

 
 SECTION 3 
 
 That the City Manager, City Clerk, City Attorney, or their duly authorized 

officers and agents are hereby authorized and directed to take all steps necessary to carry 
out the purposes and intent of this resolution. 

 
 PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF SIERRA VISTA, ARIZONA, THIS 11th Day of September 2025. 
 
 

 
      _______________________ 
      CLEA MCCAA, II 
      Mayor 
 

 
ATTEST:      APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
 
__________________________  _________________________ 
JILL ADAMS     NATHAN J. WILLIAMS 
City Clerk      Assistant City Attorney 
 
 
PREPARED BY: 
Jill Adams, City Clerk 
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CHAPTER 110:  BUSINESS LICENSES 
Section 
General Provisions  
   110.01   Definitions 
   110.02   License required 
   110.03   Issuance procedure 
   110.04   Exemptions 
   110.05   Separate license for each place of business 
   110.06   License to be displayed; exhibition upon demand 
   110.07   Notice to city of business termination 
   110.08   When health certificate required 
   110.09   Transfer, assignment of licenses 
   110.10   Businesses outside city 
License Fees  
   110.20   Mistake not to prevent collection of correct amount 
   110.21   Time, place of payment 
   110.22   Delinquent payment; penalties 
   110.23   Failure to obtain license does not excuse nonpayment of fee 
Enforcement; Remedies  
   110.35   License inspectors 
   110.36   Right of entry; arrest authority 
   110.37   City Clerk to file complaints 
   110.38   Civil court action 
   110.39   License revocation 
   110.40   Right to hearing for license denial or revocation 
Statutory reference: 
   Authority to license businesses, occupations, amusements and the like, see A.R.S. § 9-
240(B)(18) 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§ 110.01  DEFINITIONS. 
   For the purposes of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly 
indicates or requires a different meaning. 
   BUSINESS. All activities or acts including any occupation, trade, calling, or profession, 
whether personal or corporate, 
   CITY PROPERTY. All real property owned by the city. 
   PEDDLER. A person who sells merchandise from a location other than a permanent location 
whether as a solicitor, peddler, hawker, salesman or vendor of goods, wares, merchandise, 
magazines or services. 
   PERSON. Any person, partnership, association, company, or corporation. 
   TRANSACTION OF BUSINESS. To practice, carry on, engage in, or operate a business with 
the object of profit, gain, benefit or advantage, either direct or indirect, whether or not profit is 
actually generated. 
(Ord. 2014-003, passed 1-23-14) 

§ 110.02  LICENSE REQUIRED. 
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   (A)   It shall be unlawful for any person to commence, transact or carry on any business, as set 
out in this chapter, without first having procured a license from the city to do so, or without 
complying with any and all regulations of the business designated in this chapter. 
   (B)   The practicing, transaction or carrying on of any business specified in this chapter, 
without first having procured a license from the city to do so, or without complying with any and 
all regulations of the business contained in this chapter shall constitute a separate violation of 
this chapter for each and every day that the business is practiced, transacted, or carried on. 
   (C)   The granting of a license is not to be deemed as evidence or proof that the licensee has 
complied with the provisions of this chapter or other provisions of the city code, nor shall it stop 
the prosecution by the city for any violation of city code. 
('76 Code, § 8-1-1) (Ord. 371, passed 4-13-78; Am. Ord. 844, passed 8-10-89; Am. Ord. 873, 
passed 12-13-90; Am. Ord. 899, passed 3-26-92; Am. Ord. 2014-003, passed 1-23-14)  Penalty, 
see § 10.99 

§ 110.03  ISSUANCE PROCEDURE. 
   (A)   It shall be the duty of the City Clerk, or his or her deputy, to prepare and issue a license 
under this chapter for every person required to pay a license fee hereunder, and to state in each 
license the amount thereof, the period of time covered thereby, the name of the person for whom 
issued, the trade, business, game or amusement, calling, profession or occupation licensed, and 
the location or place of business where the trade, business, game or amusement, calling, 
profession or occupation is to be practiced, transacted, or carried on. 
   (B)   It shall be the duty of the City Clerk, or his or her deputy, before issuing a license under 
this chapter to require from every applicant a sworn application on a form to be furnished by the 
City Clerk which shall give the following information: business trade name, location of business, 
business mailing address, business owner, home street address, home telephone number, 
business telephone number, exact nature of business, number of employees, date business began 
in the city, signature of applicant certifying his or her statements are true and correct and title of 
applicant. 
   (C)   (1)   If the business is to be located within the city limits, a zoning compliance certificate 
must be obtained from the Building Department of the city before a license can be issued. Upon 
verification by the Building Department that the business is in the approved zoning, the City 
Clerk may issue a license to the applicant before the formal zoning compliance certificate is 
approved by the Building Official and Fire Inspector, and that the determination from the 
Building Department and Fire Inspector concerning the zoning compliance certificate be 
forthcoming in a period not to exceed five business days. 
      (2)   Exceptions. A zoning compliance certificate shall not be required for the following: 
         (a)   The renewal of a business license by the original holder of the license for the same use 
at the same location. 
         (b)   The issuance of a new business license for a use permitted within a commercial 
building or shopping center developed and constructed in conformance with a site plan approved 
by the city. 
         (c)   Business is located outside the limits of the city. 
   (D)   (1)   The term “exhibitions” as used in this section shall be held to mean and include 
circuses, menageries, carnivals, side shows, and other similar amusement enterprises which are 
open to the public. The term "carnival" as used herein shall mean and include rides, merry-go-
rounds, booths for the conduct of games of skill, food dispensing facilities, and side shows. 
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      (2)   It shall be unlawful to commence any exhibitions or carnivals until a zoning compliance 
certificate (ZCC) for the activity has been issued by the Zoning Administrator. The exemptions 
listed in § 110.04 of this chapter pertaining to business licenses, do not apply to these 
requirements for a zoning compliance certificate for exhibitions and carnivals. 
      (3)   In addition to other requirements set forth in this chapter, the applicant shall, at the time 
of application for the zoning compliance certificate, furnish evidence of compliance with the 
following conditions: 
         (a)   A plot plan shall be submitted showing: 
            1.   Dimensions, shape, and area of site. 
            2.   Location, size, and shape of all proposed buildings and structures; 
            3.   Location and alignment of all abutting streets; 
            4.   Location of all entrances and exits and design of parking, loading, and traffic 
handling facilities and methods, to include traffic control. 
         (b)   It shall be unlawful to conduct or operate an exhibition or carnival without first having 
submitted written approval from the property owner for this type of use of the land. The 
applicant shall also provide an agreement with the property owner that the applicant shall be 
responsible for clean-up of the land used for this activity. 
         (c)   No license shall be issued for conducting an exhibition or carnival until the applicant 
has placed on file with the City Clerk a certificate of insurance indicating that there is in effect 
public liability insurance covering any damages arising out of the use and operation of any and 
all devices and facilities operated in connection with the carnival or exhibition. The insurance 
shall be in the minimum amount of $1,000,000 for each person, and $4,000,000 for each 
incident, and shall include the city as a coinsured. 
         (d)   The applicant shall provide affidavit of the dates the tents were last treated with flame-
retardant solution. 
         (e)   The applicant shall, prior to the use or explosion of pyrotechnics, furnish a bond or 
certificate of insurance for the amount of $4,000,000 and include the city as a coinsured. 
      (4)   The city will require an electrical inspector's approval of compliance with the National 
Electrical Code article concerning temporary wiring. 
      (5)   The applicant shall provide a portable, 20 ABC fire extinguisher at each generator and 
each food preparation area. 
      (6)   The applicant shall provide a minimum of two portable sanitation facilities on the 
property or alternate provisions suitable to the Zoning Administrator. 
      (7)   Advertising signs shall be limited to one square foot for each five linear feet of primary 
lot frontage not to exceed 50 square feet in area or exceed 20 feet in height. All signs shall be 
removed not later than 24 hours following the end of the activity. These signs are in addition to 
those normally appearing on the rides, vehicles, or concessions. 
      (8)   Exhibitions and carnivals conducted by the city are exempt. 
      (9)   All structures, and all parts thereof, shall be maintained in a safe and sanitary condition. 
All devices or safeguards which are required shall be maintained. The owner or his or her 
designated agent shall be responsible for the maintenance of all structures. 
      (10)   The Building Official, or his or her authorized representative charged with the 
enforcement of this division, acting in good faith and without malice in the discharge of his or 
her duties, shall not thereby render himself personally liable for any damage that may accrue to 
persons or property as a result of any act or by reason of any act or omission in the discharge of 
his or her duties. Any suit brought against the Building Official or employee because of the act 

http://www.amlegal.com/nxt/gateway.dll?f=jumplink$jumplink_x=Advanced$jumplink_vpc=first$jumplink_xsl=querylink.xsl$jumplink_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title;item-bookmark$jumplink_d=arizona%28sierra%29$jumplink_q=%5bfield%20folio-destination-name:%27110.04%27%5d$jumplink_md=target-id=JD_110.04


or omission performed by him or her in the enforcement of any provision of this division shall be 
defended by this jurisdiction until final termination of the proceedings, and any judgment 
resulting therefrom shall be assumed by this jurisdiction provided the official or employee acted 
in good faith and without malice. 
      (11)   This division shall not be construed to relieve from or lessen the responsibility of any 
person owning, operating, or controlling any structure for any damages to persons or property 
caused by defects, nor shall the enforcement agency or its parent jurisdiction be held as assuming 
any liability by reason of the inspections authorized by this division or any certificates of 
inspection issued under this division. 
   (D) All license fees shall be paid only in lawful money of the United States. There is hereby 
fixed the following license fees:  
      Application Fee New Commercial, Homebased or Mobile Business: $100.00 
      Annual Renewal:  $100.00 per year (Effective 2014 License Year) 
      Annual Renewal:  $50.00 per year (Effective 2015 License Year) 
   (E) License applications received after October 1 will be held and processed after the 
renewals for the next calendar year have been sent out in order to ensure that new 
businesses are not charged for a new license in November and then subsequently required 
to pay for a renewal in December.  
  (F) No greater or lesser amount of license fee shall be charged or received for any license 
issued hereunder than is provided for in this chapter. No license shall be issued for any period of 
time other than as provided in this chapter. 
('76 Code,§§ 8-1-2, 8-1-3) (Ord. 371, passed 4-13-78; Am. Ord. 844, passed 8-10-89; Am. Ord. 
873, passed 12-13-90; Am. Ord. 899, passed 3-26-92; Am. Ord. 1001, passed 2-22-96; Am. Ord. 
1081, passed 11-12-98; Am. Ord. 2003-015, passed 7-28-03; Am. Ord. 2014-003, passed 1-23-
14) Penalty, see § 10.99 

§ 110.04  EXEMPTIONS. 
   (A)   (1)   No license levied by the city upon the practice, transaction, or carrying on of any 
trade, business, game or amusement, calling, profession, or occupation business licensed by the 
city shall be presumed to apply to any part of the practice, transaction, or carrying on of any 
trade, business, game or amusement, calling, profession, or occupation business which is a part 
of interstate commerce;  

(2) or in which the practice, transaction, or carrying on of any trade, business, game or 
amusement, calling, profession or occupation business is conducted as an agency or department 
of the United States government for which the government has failed to make provisions 
allowing states and municipalities to do so. 
      (2)   This chapter is not intended to include employees, as that term is commonly used and 
further providing that no fee shall be collected from any individual engaged in an activity not 
carried on for profit. Dependent children, children under the age of 18 years of age, and those 
persons engaged in a hobby or activity who make occasional sales of their finished product or 
service are also exempt from this chapter provided that the hobby or activity is not a primary 
source of income. 
 (B)  Businesses operating as Government Contractors, who solely work for the US 
Government shall be required to apply for and obtain a City Business License but shall be 
exempt from the fees thereof.  

http://www.amlegal.com/nxt/gateway.dll?f=jumplink$jumplink_x=Advanced$jumplink_vpc=first$jumplink_xsl=querylink.xsl$jumplink_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title;item-bookmark$jumplink_d=arizona%28sierra%29$jumplink_q=%5bfield%20folio-destination-name:%2710.99%27%5d$jumplink_md=target-id=JD_10.99
javascript:void(0)


  (C)   Any tax-exempt nonprofit organization shall be required to apply for an obtain a 
City Business License, but shall, with the filing of an Exemption Certificate, be exempt 
from the fees thereof.  
  (D) Per Arizona Revised Statute § 20-228, any person involved in the business of running 
an insurance agency shall be required to apply for and obtain a City Business License but 
shall be exempt from the fees thereof.   
  (E) Special and Community Events - the term “vendor” shall apply to sole proprietors 
engaging in sales of hand-crafted goods or home-made food as a temporary business 
associated with a special event, community event, bazaar, or exhibition held within the city 
limits. Vendors shall be required to register with the City Clerk’s office as a temporary 
business and be issued a temporary business license valid for a single event. This 
temporary license will be issued without fees. Any vendor that is expected to engage in 
business for 6 or more events in a calendar year shall be required to obtain a standard city 
business license.  
  (F)   Individuals under the age of 18 shall not be required to obtain a City Business 
License.  
 
('76 Code, §§ 8-1-4, 8-1-5) (Ord. 371, passed 4-13-78; Am. Ord. 844, passed 8-10-89; Am. Ord. 
873, passed 12-13-90; Am. Ord. 899, passed 3-26-92; Am. Ord. 2011-003, passed 3-10-11; Am. 
Ord. 2014-003, passed 1-23-14; Am. Ord. 2014-004, passed 3-27-14) 
 

§ 110.05  SEPARATE LICENSE FOR EACH PLACE OF BUSINESS. 
   A separate license must be obtained for each branch establishment or separate place of 
business in which any trade, business, game or amusement, calling, profession, or occupation is 
practiced, transacted or carried on, and for each trade, business, game or amusement, calling, 
profession, or occupation practiced, transacted, or carried on at the same place, and each license 
issued shall authorize the person obtaining it to practice, transact, carry on, pursue or conduct 
only that trade, business, game or amusement, calling, profession, or occupation described in the 
license, and only at the location or place of business therein described.  
('76 Code, § 8-1-10) (Ord. 371, passed 4-13-78; Am. Ord. 844, passed 8-10-89; Am. Ord. 873, 
passed 12-13-90; Am. Ord. 899, passed 3-26-92; Am. Ord. 2014-003, passed 1-23-14)  Penalty, 
see § 10.99 

§ 110.06  LICENSE TO BE DISPLAYED; EXHIBITION UPON DEMAND. 
   Every person having a license under the provisions of this chapter and carrying on a trade, 
business, game or amusement, calling, profession, or occupation at a fixed place of business shall 
keep the license openly posted and exhibited while in force, in some conspicuous part of the 
place of business. Every person having a license and not having a fixed place of business shall 
carry the license with him or her at all times while carrying on the trade, business, game or 
amusement, calling, profession, or occupation for which the license was granted. Every person 
having a license under this chapter shall produce and exhibit the license when applying for a 
renewal, thereof, and whenever requested to do so by any police officer or license inspector.  
('76 Code, § 8-1-11) (Ord. 371, passed 4-13-78; Am. Ord. 844, passed 8-10-89; Am. Ord. 873, 
passed 12-13-90; Am. Ord. 899, passed 3-26-92; Am. Ord. 2014-003, passed 1-23-14)  Penalty, 
see § 10.99 

§ 110.07  NOTICE TO CITY OF BUSINESS TERMINATION. 
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   Every licensee shall notify the City Clerk, in writing, of the termination of his or her trade, 
business, game or amusement, calling, profession, or occupation either before the termination 
date or within ten days thereafter. 
('76 Code, § 8-1-12) (Ord. 371, passed 4-13-78; Am. Ord. 844, passed 8-10-89; Am. Ord. 873, 
passed 12-13-90; Am. Ord. 899, passed 3-26-92; Am. Ord. 2014-003, passed 1-23-14)  Penalty, 
see § 10.99 

§ 110.08  WHEN HEALTH CERTIFICATE REQUIRED. 
   Where any trade, business, game or amusement, calling, profession, or occupation as set out in 
this chapter is subjected to a certificate of health or sanitary examination, before any license is 
issued, the applicant must produce the certificate or permit from the County Health Department, 
as provided for in A.R.S. § 36-136. 
('76 Code, § 8-1-13) (Ord. 371, passed 4-13-78; Am. Ord. 844, passed 8-10-89; Am. Ord. 873, 
passed 12-13-90; Am. Ord. 899, passed 3-26-92; Am. Ord. 2014-003, passed 1-23-14) 

§ 110.09  TRANSFER, ASSIGNMENT OF LICENSES. 
   All licenses issued in this chapter are nontransferable and nonassignable; however, the City 
Clerk may, upon receipt of a transfer fee of $1, authorize the transfer or assignment of any 
license to any other person by written endorsement thereon, when it appears to his or her 
satisfaction that the original applicant for the license has sold or otherwise disposed of his or her 
interest in the trade, business, game or amusement, calling, profession, or occupation for which 
the license was issued and that the transferee or assignee thereof has complied with all other 
provisions of this chapter. 
('76 Code, § 8-1-17) (Ord. 371, passed 4-13-78; Am. Ord. 844, passed 8-10-89; Am. Ord. 873, 
passed 12-13-90; Am. Ord. 899, passed 3-26-92; Am. Ord. 2014-003, passed 1-23-14)  Penalty, 
see § 10.99 

§ 110.10  BUSINESSES OUTSIDE CITY. 
   Every person who shall conduct an established trade, business, game or amusement, calling, 
profession, or occupation and who solicits or canvasses within the city, and delivers his or her 
products, or performs a service within the city shall pay a license fee . 
('76 Code, § 8-1-18) (Ord. 371, passed 4-13-78; Am. Ord. 844, passed 8-10-89; Am. Ord. 873, 
passed 12-13-90; Am. Ord. 899, passed 3-26-92; Am. Ord. 2014-003, passed 1-23-14)  Penalty, 
see § 10.99 
LICENSE FEES 

§ 110.20  MISTAKE NOT TO PREVENT COLLECTION OF CORRECT AMOUNT. 
   In no case shall any mistake made by the City Clerk, or his or her deputy, in stating, fixing, or 
collecting the amount of any license fee prevent, prejudice, or stop the city from collecting the 
correct amount due as provided by this chapter. 
('76 Code, § 8-1-6) (Ord. 371, passed 4-13-78; Am. Ord. 844, passed 8-10-89; Am. Ord. 873, 
passed 12-13-90; Am. Ord. 899, passed 3-26-92; Am. Ord. 2014-003, passed 1-23-14) 

§ 110.21  TIME, PLACE OF PAYMENT. 
   (A)   All fees required by this chapter shall be paid in advance to the City Clerk, or his or her 
deputy, at the City Hall. 
   (B)   The license fee shall be due and payable on or before January 1 of each year. 
('76 Code, § 8-1-7) (Ord. 371, passed 4-13-78; Am. Ord. 844, passed 8-10-89; Am. Ord. 873, 
passed 12-13-90; Am. Ord. 899, passed 3-26-92; Am. Ord. 1081, passed 11-12-98; Am. Ord. 
2014-003, passed 1-23-14) 

§ 110.22  DELINQUENT PAYMENT; PENALTIES. 
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   When any license fee provided for in this chapter shall become due and unpaid for 20 days, the 
same shall become delinquent, and the City Clerk shall, on that day, add thereto an amount equal 
to 10% of the total amount of any fee unpaid and delinquent as a penalty, and no license shall be 
issued by the City Clerk until the license fees that are delinquent and the penalties added thereto 
have been paid in full. 
('76 Code, § 8-1-8) (Ord. 371, passed 4-13-78; Am. Ord. 844, passed 8-10-89; Am. Ord. 873, 
passed 12-13-90; Am. Ord. 899, passed 3-26-92; Am. Ord. 2014-003, passed 1-23-14) 

§ 110.23  FAILURE TO OBTAIN LICENSE DOES NOT EXCUSE NONPAYMENT OF 
FEE. 
   The conviction and punishment of any person for transacting any trade, business, game or 
amusement, calling, profession, or occupation without a license shall not excuse or exempt the 
person from the payment of any license fee due or unpaid at the time of the conviction. 
('76 Code, § 8-1-19) (Ord. 371, passed 4-13-78; Am. Ord. 844, passed 8-10-89; Am. Ord. 873, 
passed 12-13-90; Am. Ord. 899, passed 3-26-92; Am. Ord. 2014-003, passed 1-23-14)  Penalty, 
see § 10.99 
ENFORCEMENT; REMEDIES 

§ 110.35  LICENSE INSPECTORS. 
   The City Clerk may appoint license inspectors, and it shall be the duty of the license inspectors 
to inspect all places of trade, business, game or amusement, calling, profession or occupation 
subject to the provision of this chapter, and report all violations to the City Clerk. 
('76 Code, § 8-1-14) (Ord. 371, passed 4-13-78; Am. Ord. 844, passed 8-10-89; Am. Ord. 873, 
passed 12-13-90; Am. Ord. 899, passed 3-26-92; Am. Ord. 2014-003, passed 1-23-14) 

§ 110.36  RIGHT OF ENTRY; ARREST AUTHORITY. 
   The City Clerk or license inspectors or police officers shall have and exercise the power to 
enter free of charge, during normal business hours, any place of trade, business, game or 
amusement, calling, profession, or occupation for which a license is required by this chapter, and 
to demand the exhibition of his or her license for the current term from any person engaged or 
employed in the transaction of the trade, business, game or amusement, calling, profession, or 
occupation. Denial of right of entry by the licensee or his or her agents or employees shall be a 
misdemeanor. 
('76 Code, § 8-1-15) (Ord. 371, passed 4-13-78; Am. Ord. 844, passed 8-10-89; Am. Ord. 873, 
passed 12-13-90; Am. Ord. 899, passed 3-26-92; Am. Ord. 2014-003, passed 1-23-14)  Penalty, 
see § 10.99 

§ 110.37  CITY CLERK TO FILE COMPLAINTS. 
   It shall be the duty of the City Clerk to cause complaints to be filed against all persons 
violating any of the provisions of Chapters 110 through 115 of this title. 
('76 Code, § 8-1-16) (Ord. 371, passed 4-13-78; Am. Ord. 844, passed 8-10-89; Am. Ord. 873, 
passed 12-13-90; Am. Ord. 899, passed 3-26-92; Am. Ord. 2014-003, passed 1-23-14) 

§ 110.38  CIVIL COURT ACTION. 
   In any action brought under or arising out of any of the provisions of this chapter, the fact that 
the defendant, himself, herself, or itself, or any agents or employees, is engaged in any trade, 
business, game or amusement, calling, profession, or occupation for the transaction of business 
for which a license is required by this chapter or that the party exhibited a sign indicating the 
trade, business, game or amusement, calling, profession, or occupation shall be prima facie 
evidence of the liability of the party to pay a license fee. 
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('76 Code, § 8-1-19) (Ord. 371, passed 4-13-78; Am. Ord. 844, passed 8-10-89; Am. Ord. 873, 
passed 12-13-90; Am. Ord. 899, passed 3-26-92; Am. Ord. 2014-003, passed 1-23-14) 

§ 110.39  LICENSE REVOCATION. 
   Licenses issued under the provisions of this chapter may be revoked by the City Clerk after 
notice and hearing, for any of the following causes: 
   (A)   Fraud, misrepresentation, or false statement contained in the application for license. 
   (B)   Any violation of this chapter. 
   (C)   Conducting a trade, business, game or amusement, calling, profession, or occupation in 
violation of any ordinance or the state statutes. 
('76 Code, § 8-1-20) (Ord. 371, passed 4-13-78; Am. Ord. 844, passed 8-10-89; Am. Ord. 873, 
passed 12-13-90; Am. Ord. 899, passed 3-26-92; Am. Ord. 2014-003, passed 1-23-14) 

§ 110.40  RIGHT TO HEARING FOR LICENSE DENIAL OR REVOCATION. 
   (A)   Notice of the hearing for revocation of license shall be given in writing, setting forth 
specifically the grounds of complaint and the time and place of hearing. The notice shall be 
mailed, postage prepaid, to the licensee at the address shown on application for license at least 
ten days prior to the date set for hearing. 
   (B)   Any person aggrieved by the denial of an application for license as provided in this 
chapter or the decision with reference to the revocation of a license shall have the right of appeal 
to the Hearing Officer. The appeal shall be taken by filing with the Hearing Officer, within 14 
days after notice of the action complained of had been mailed to the person's address shown on 
application for license, a written statement setting forth fully the grounds for the appeal. The 
Hearing Officer shall set a time and place for a hearing on the appeal and notice of the hearing 
shall be given to the applicant in the same manner as provided for notice of hearing on 
revocation. The decision and order of the Hearing Officer in the appeal shall be final and 
conclusive, except any person aggrieved may pursue any proper judicial proceedings.  
('76 Code, § 8-1-21) (Ord. 371, passed 4-13-78; Am. Ord. 844, passed 8-10-89; Am. Ord. 873, 
passed 12-13-90; Am. Ord. 899, passed 3-26-92; Am. Ord. 1050, passed 11-13-97; Am. Ord. 
2014-003, passed 1-23-14) 
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CHAPTER 113: TRANSIENT MERCHANTS; SOLICITORS 

Section 

   113.01   Definitions 

   113.02   Application for license 

   113.03   Bond 

   113.04  Exemptions   

   113.05  Location restrictions 

   113.05   Prohibited acts 

 

§ 113.01 DEFINITIONS. 

   For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context 
clearly indicates or requires a different meaning. 

   PEDDLER. Any person who travels from place to place or who has a stand that is not a 
permanent structure on any public street or alley or in the doorway of any room or 
building or on any lot or parcel of land and who sells or offers for sale any goods, wares, or 
merchandise in his or her possession, and who is not an agent or representative of a 
regular established place of business in the city.  A person who sells merchandise from a 
location other than a permanent location whether as a solicitor, peddler, hawker, salesman, 
canvasser, demonstrator or vendor of goods, wares, merchandise, magazines, or services. 

   SOLICITORS OF ORDERS. Any person who goes from house to house or from place to 
place in the city, selling or taking orders for or offering to sell, or to take orders for, 
merchandise for future delivery, and who issue coupons or receipts of money in advance of 
final delivery of the merchandise, and who are not agents or representatives of a regular 
established place of business in the city. 

   SOLICITORS, SALESMEN, CANVASSERS, or DEMONSTRATORS. Any person taking orders 
for any goods, wares, or merchandise for future delivery, and not having a regular 
established place of business in the city, or who are not agents or representatives of a 
regular established place of business in the city. 

   TRANSIENT MERCHANT, ITINERANT MERCHANT or ITINERANT VENDOR. Any person 
whether owner or otherwise, whether resident of the city or not, who engages in a 
temporary business of selling and delivering goods, wares, and merchandise within the city 
and who, in the furtherance of the purpose, hires, leases, uses, or occupies any building, 
structure, motor vehicle, tent, railroad boxcar, or boat, public rooms in a hotel, lodging 
house, apartment, shop, or any street, alley, or other place within the city for the exhibition 
and sale of the goods, wares, and merchandise, either privately or at public auction, 
provided that the definition shall not be construed to include any person, firm, or 



corporation who, while occupying the temporary location does not sell from stock, but 
exhibits samples only for the purpose of securing orders for future delivery. The person so 
engaged shall not be relieved from complying with the provisions of this chapter merely by 
reason of associating temporarily with any local dealer, trader, merchant, or auctioneer, or 
by conducting the transient business in connection with, as a part of, or in the name of any 
local dealer, trader, merchant, or auctioneer. 

('76 Code, § 8-2-1) (Ord. 645, passed 7-14-83) 

 

§ 113.02 APPLICATION FOR LICENSE. 

(A)  All businesses engaging in door-to-door solicitation must first obtain a City 
issued Business License    

(B) Applicants for a license under this chapter must file with the City Clerk a sworn 
application in writing on a form to be furnished by the City Clerk, which shall give 
the following information: 

a. Name of the applicant. 

b. Address (legal and local). 

c. A brief description of the nature of the business and the goods to be sold 
or demonstrated and, in the case of the products for farm and orchard, 
whether produced or grown by the applicant. Phone Number 

d. Criminal Convictions 

e. If employed, the Name and address of the employer together with 
credentials establishing the exact relationship. 

f. The length of time for which the right to do business is desired. 

g. If a vehicle is to be used, a description of the same together with license 
number or other means of identification. 

('76 Code, § 8-2-2) (Ord. 645, passed 7-14-83) 

 

§ 113.03 BOND. INSURANCE BOND 

   Any solicitor, salesman, canvasser, peddler, demonstrator, and transient merchant, before 
a license is issued to him or her or them shall file with the City Clerk, or his or her deputy, a 
good and sufficient bond in the sum of $500 per solicitor, canvasser, peddler, and the like, 
payable to the city executed by two or more good and sufficient sureties or by a surety 
company authorized to become surety on the bonds in the state. The bond shall be 
conditioned that the whole or any part of the sum of $500 shall be paid to any person 
failing to receive a delivery of the goods ordered or services to be performed in accordance 



with the terms of any order given, for the amount the person advanced as payment in the 
whole or in part on any order, and the bond shall be conditioned further that any person 
aggrieved by the action of any person shall have a right of action against the bond for the 
recovery of money or damages or both. The bond shall be retained by the city for a period 
of 90 days after the expiration of the license granted at the time of the filing of the bond. 

   Any person engaging in business as a solicitor whether individually, or on behalf of 
a company, as either an employee or independent contractor, before a license is 
issued to him or her or them shall file with the City Clerk, or his or her deputy, a copy 
of an Insurance Bond issued to the Business. This bond must be for a minimum of 
$1000 and shall cover the employees of the company engaging in the act of soliciting 
orders on behalf of the company. Independent contractors must either have 
coverage through the company they are representing or their own independent 
bond.  

('76 Code, § 8-2-3) (Ord. 645, passed 7-14-83) 

§ 113.04 EXEMPTIONS 

      Any members of a church or not-for-profit organizations that are licensed as 
regular organizations within the city who go door to door for the purpose of sharing 
information or fundraising, shall not be required to obtain a license. 

('76 Code, § 8-2-3) (Ord. 645, passed 7-14-83) 

§ 113.04 LOCATION RESTRICTIONS. 

   No licensee shall have any exclusive right to any location in the public street, nor shall any 
be permitted a stationary location, nor within 300 feet of a public-school ground, nor in a 
city park or building, nor shall be permitted to operate in any congested area where his 
or her operations might impede or inconvenience the public. For the purpose of this 
chapter, the judgment of a police officer, exercised in good faith, shall be deemed conclusive 
as to whether the area is congested or the public impeded or inconvenienced. 

('76 Code, § 8-2-4) (Ord. 645, passed 7-14-83) Penalty, see § 10.99 

 

§ 113.05 PROHIBITED ACTS. 

(A) It shall be unlawful for any solicitor, salesman, canvasser, demonstrator, peddler, or 
transient merchant in the course of his or her business to ring the doorbell or knock 
at any building whereon a sign bearing any of the words “No Peddlers, Solicitors, 
Salesmen, Canvassers, Demonstrators, or Transient Merchants” is exposed to public 
view.  

(B) It shall be further unlawful for any solicitor, salesperson, canvasser, demonstrator, 
peddler, or transient merchant to ring the doorbell or knock at any building except 
during the hours of 9:00 a.m. until local sunset, unless by appointment previously 
made. It shall be further unlawful for any solicitor, salesperson, canvasser, 



demonstrator, peddler, or transient merchant to ring the doorbell or knock at 
any residential building except during the hours of 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
from October 1 through March 31 and 9:00 a.m. until 6:30 p.m. from April 1 
through September 30, unless by appointment previously made. Commercial 
Businesses may be visited during their operating hours.  

   (C)   No licensee nor any person in his or her behalf shall shout, make any outcry, blow a 
horn or use any sound device, including loud speaking radio or sound amplifying system 
except for the ringing of a bell or the playing of nonvocal music by peddlers, upon any of 
the streets, alleys, parks or other public places of the city or upon any private premises in 
the city where sound of sufficient volume is emitted or produced therefrom to be capable of 
being plainly heard upon the public thoroughfares for the purpose of attracting attention to 
any goods, wares, or merchandise which the licensee proposes to sell. 

('76 Code, § 8-2-5) (Ord. 645, passed 7-14-83) Penalty, see § 10.99 


	Fiscal Impact: None.

